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at profit bas passed, and tbe man
wbo now makes the money is tbe one
wbo raises tbe Urge fruit. This

PIQCHR WEEKLY RECORD wbo have entered into combination to
keep up the price of ooal and drive out
of tbe business all wbo do nut oomp'.y
with their requirement.

A soooesaful attempt to rob tbe
North Paoiflo Coast Railroad's station at
Tomalea, a few days sinoe, and M. L.
Sen dmtar, the station agent lies in a

precarious condition from tbe effects
of a bestinc reoeived at tbe hand of
an unknown man. Bcboester w

struck a heavy blow on tbe back of the
head and robbed of $0 and a watch.

Tbe trustee for the Wbittier Re-

form School, at Wbittier, are about
retdy to adopt plans for the im prove'
ment and enlargement of the school.
made possible by the appropriation of

$100,000 for the purpose. Plans for
several new building are nearly com

pleted and tbe change and improve
ments in grounds, etc., are mapped out

ready for adoption.
A small house occupied by John

Pettygrove and Will Treat at Ander
son, baa been burned. It is supposed
that the bouse was robbed, then set on
tire. Fifty dollar and two watches
left in tbe house are supposed to have
been taken. A yunng man named

Perry was arrested on suspicion and
one of tbe watches waa found in a
bundle claimed by bim.

Governor Budd has pardoned Charles
H. Barker, wbo bad been sentenced to
serve six months' imprisonment in tbe
County Jail at Auburn and to pay a
fine of $1000. The fine was reduoed
by the Governor, and Barker will be
liberated upon paying $50. Barker is
a hotel keeper at Roseville. He
thrashed a rival hotel keeper and was
fined by the local Justice of tbe Peaoe.
After court ad jouined be whipped the
Justice. He was fined aud sentenced.
He has been in jail a month or more.

Amazon Hernandez, a Mexican
woodobopper, was fatally injured near
the Llaga at San Jose. He was in
tbe habit of carrying giant powder
cartridge in hi pockets, a he fre-

quently used them for blasting tree
stumps. While he was carrying ex-

plosives about in thia way he tripped
and fell, a knife in bis pocket struck
against a cap, and nine explosions fol-

lowed in quick succession. Hernan-
dez was terribly mangled, and there
is no hope of reoovery.

Tbe largest seizure of contraband
liquor ever made in Alaska has been
brought to Portland, Oregon, by tbe
steamship George W. Elder. Tbe
seizure consisted of twenty tons of

liquors and was paoked in various
kinds of package for tbe purpose of
deceiving the custom officers. Many
of the paokages were shipped as "bait-
ing powder," "kerosene," turpentine,"
and other devioe were employed to
get the liquor past the custom du-
ctals. Tbe liquor represents more
than $10,000 in value.

The approaches to tbe tunnel of the
San Joaquin Valley Railway at Point
Richmond are being prepared, but
nothing has yet been deoided as to tbe
surveys between that place and Stock-
ton. Grading bas been finished for
half the distance from the Kings
county line to Bakersfleld. It is
thought that the road will be com-

pleted earlier, but it waa not consid-
ered that the increased expense of
construction would have been justified.
The next new work will be the build-

ing of the loop of twenty miles from
Viaalia to the main line of the Valley
Railway south of Hanford.

CONGRESSIONAL NOTES.

The Secretary of the Treasury bad
issued an order reduoing the compen-
sation of employes in the San Francis-o- o

Mint whose salaries are not fixed
by statute. men will
be reduoed to $5. The total annual
saving will be about $40,000.

President MoKinley will reoommend
the establishment of a department of
oommerce and industry. A message
urging Congress to provide for it is to
be sent in shortly after the holidays.
The new department a outlined by its
friends, is not limited by any specific
confinements. The bead of the depart-
ment is to be a cabinet officer aud is
to draw a salary of $8000 a year.

The Comptroller of the Currency's
certificate authorising tbe following
national bank to begin business has
been hisued: The Nevada National
Bank qf San Franoisoo, Cal. Capital,
$3,000,000; president, Isaiah W. Hell-ma-

cashier, D. B. Davidson.

Nothing is known in offloial oircles
at Washington of any overtures made
by our olovernineut for the purchase
of a portion of Northwestern Green-
land islands as a coaling and naval
station and it can be set down as an
unfounded statement Naval authori-
ties say they have absolutely no use for
a ooaliug station in that Dart of the
globe.

It is announced that President Mo-

Kinley, who is considering the quali-
fications of several persons for the
office of director of the twelfth oensus,
will very likely appoint E. J. North
of Boston, who is the secretary of the
National association of Wool Growers.
lie waa connected with the eleventh
oensus.

A resolution bas been unanimously
passed by the Senate authorizing the
postponement of tbe sale of the Kansas
Paoiflo Railway until such time as tbe
oondition of the road could be exam
med into by the Senate. Acting upon
mis instruction Attorney-Gener- Mo
Kenna secured the postponement, and
the iale of the road will be pctpoued
lor sixty aays.

Anthony Hup.
Mr. Anthony Hope ouoe couched un-

dergraduates. From the age of 15 he
practically supported himself by bis
scholarships aud exhibitions. In regardto his call to the bur Mr. Hope told an
interviewer that his first "case" was at
Aylesbury, where the judge conuuis
sioued him to defend some ruffians who
were indicted for a murderous assault
ou a policeman. "They were all con-
victed," he says cheerfully, "and very
properly so."

A drawing master who hud been wor-ryin- g

a ptlpu with coutemptuous re-
marks about his deficiency of skill in
the use of the peucil ended by saying :

"If you were to draw me. tor ATtim.
pie, tell me what part you would draw
first."

The pupil, with a significant meaning
in his eye, looked up to his teaoher'i
faoa aud quietly said :

' ltour ueck, sir. "Pick Me Up.

Tbe relation of the Powers in (he
Orient oontinne critical.

Tbe Canadian Parliament ha bten
called to meet February 3.

Great Britain is attempting to stay
the progress of Russia in tbe Orient.

Tbe British steamer Lamberts Point
arrived at St. John, N. F., with her
cargo of ootton on fire.

Charles Harrison, Radical member
of tbe English Parliament for Ply-
mouth since 1895, ia dead.

Russia, according to a dispatchjfrom
Shanghai, China, ia rearing temporary
headquarters for 10,000 troops at Port
Arthur.

Senor Antonio Valde Cuevaa of
Chile haa succeeded in forming a new
Cabinet, he taking tbe portfolio of
Minister of tbe Interior.

Gen. Gregorio Castro bas been ap-

pointed Minister of War of Uruguay,
in succession to Gen. Leper ez, wbo re-

signed the Ministry of War and Ma-

rine.
Tbe Victorian duties on woolen and

ilk material at Melbourne, wearing
apparel and woolen piece goods, will
be reduced 5 per cent after February
next

Richard Arthur Prince, tbe super
who assassinated William Terries, the
actor, has been formally committed for
trial at the Bow --street Police Station
at London.

A special dispatch from Vienna says
the Arab along tbe Persian Gulf .nota-

bly at Bassab. Burmah and El Palif,
have revolted and the troop are on
their way there.

Tbe Russian Government bas entered
into oommunioation with tbe Govern-
ment of New South Wales with the
or ject of procuring shipments of meat
to Vladivostok, Siberia.

Tbe Earl of Crewe, London, while
hunting with tbe Cheshire hounds,
was thrown from his horse, sustaining
a fracture of the collar-bon- e and ser-

ious injuries about tbe bead.

A number of earthquake shocks, in-

creasing in intensity, huve occutred
around Smyrna, Asia Minor. Already
considerable damage ha been done,
and some persons have been killed and
many injured.

Halifax, Nova Sootia, may soon
bave a line of steamers to tbe Klon-
dike. Captains James Farqueharson,
now in England in connection with the
scheme has authority to purchase suit-
able steamers.

Le Bulletin de Commerce of Mon-

treal, Canada, announoes that a French
capitalist of gocd standing has put in
a tender with the Dominion Govern-
ment for the $50,000 subsidy for a
Franco-Canadia- n steamship line.

At a meeting of the British Colum-

bia lumber men held reoently at Van-

couver, B. C, a resolution was passed
asking tbe Canadian Government to
ni ace a duty on shingles and lumber,
unless tbe United States place them on
tha fraA liat

Aguinaldo and the insurgent chiei's
of tbe Philippine Islands, emigrating
to China under an arrangement agreed
to by Marshal rrimo Rivera, Govern

of the Philippines, where
tbe peaoe conditions were signed on
December 16th.

The results of the balloting by the
striking engineers in London upon the
proposals made by the masters have
been pnblio. Tbe strikers voted by
fifty to one against acoepting tbe terms
of tbe employer. This means that
the strike will continue.

It is assorted that the newly formed
Russo-Korea- n Bank in St. Petersburg
will organize a company to extend a
railroad to Port Arthur, China. The
Russian of the Eastern
Chinese railway will start for Man-cbuir- a

in February.
A ohange of cabinet has taken plaoe

in Japan. Count Mataukata, the
premier, and Admiral the Marquis
baigo Tsugumicbi, Minister of Marine,
have resigned. It is probable that
Marquis I to will be the new premier.
Tbe diet haa been dissolved.

It is asserted that owing to hi in-

somnia the medical attendants of
Prinoe Bismarck at Berlin have ad-

vise4 him to abstain from all work and
excitement for some weeks to come.
Dr. Schweninger believes in tbe pos-

sibility of a cure, but not a rapid one.

The last of the series of bull fights
by Mazatini given in tbe oity of
Mexico was attended by 7000 people.
Tom as Mazatini narrowly escaped
with bis life, being tossed by an in-

furiated bull and gored in the band.
Ten bones were killed and six bulls,
tbe usual number.

A fire broke out in the dry goods
store of Jeimyn & Perry, High street,
King's Lynn (Lynn-Regis- ), Norfolk,
England. The local fire engine col
lapsed and the flames spread rapidly,
soon destroying a number of adjoining
business bouses. The total damage is
estimated at 150,000.

In view of the anti-Semit- riots in
Ronmania a law has been enacted pro-

hibiting meetings of the Jew. Sev
eral ministers of foreign countries
have signified their intention of re-

ferring demands for indemnity in be-

half of their respective sebjeot who
bave suffered on account of the riots.

Yakob SaTgls of Ooramiab, Persia.
now in Cincinnati Ohio, giving talks
on rersia and Armenia, ha just re
oeived a letter from frierd in hia Per
sian home, informing him that a band
ot raider from Koordestan had uias- -

racred all the inhabitant of a Persia
Christian town, 800 souls, near Sal
mas, Persia.

Comte Anatole le Mercier, senio
member of the French Chamber of De-

puties, ii dead. Comte le Meroier was
born June 25, 1820. He was one of
the seven deputies from Charente-In-ferieur- e,

personally representing tbe
first decision of Saintes. He wa a
descendant of Le Meroier, who figured
in France during the Revolution.

On the advioe of Polioe Surgeon,Charles Helmbold. son ot the late Dr.
Belmbold of New York, wbo wa
arrested in London, charged with hav-
ing threatened to kill United States
Oonul-Gener- Osborne, has been
taken to an asylum for the insane.
It haa been discovered that Helmbold
had already been confined six week in
an asylum under tbe assumed name of
F. C. Evans.

yea cannot do continually without
doe regard to the care of your orchard,
pruning being very important factor
of thia duty, but one should not be un
mindful either of the necessity of
thorough cultivation, the two being
essential to tbe welfare of the tree.
Bringing an orchard into bearing U bo
sinecure, as perhaps many of you can
attest, but unfortunately it ia often
realized too late, and many aa orchard
suffered to go to rack and ruin, but
perbapa for this fact those who con-

tinue in tbe business should feel
thankful, because if all orchards
planted came to maturity it might
bave a very depressing effect upon tbe
fruit market.

Swet Clover.
Mr. C. H. Sessions, Los Angeles,

writes a follows: "An editorial in
tbe Americian Bee Journal, Nov. 4,
speaks well of common wmte sweet
clover, Melilotu alba, nut only for
bee forage but for horses and cattle
Also, in reply to an inquiry, direc
tion are given for seeding. I have
thought it a pest, and supposed no
stock would eat it. It is spreading in
this a ction, and I have recommended
that it be dug up. In the East this
summer I saw it in the pastures un
touched and in Oregon 1 saw tbe farm
ers mow round it, leaving it in the
field. What oan you tell us of it ?

Can we afford to let it spread? I
think reply would be appreciated

I have grown sweet clover for years
for bee feed in Michigan. It is very
excellent as a honey plant. Tbe qual
ity and amount of honey from it is
rarely surpassed. I never could get
my horses or cows to eat it. I think
it is worthless except for bees. I
never found it difficult to get rid of it.
It is a biennial of rank growth, and
as it is a legume, like all clovers, it
draws nitrogen from the air, and so
would be valuable as a fertilizer for
green manuring. It glows very abun-

dantly along the irrigating ditches in
Utah, and is considered a great boon
by the beekeepers there. I think it
better than the wild sunflowers, or
mustard as a roadside plant. Another
species, Melilolos oflicienulis, which
is yellow, grows along the road be-

tween here and Pomona, but I have
noticed that it is easily subdued when
the ranchers wish to root it up.

Scale On Ullvee.
Air. r . Austin oi raubrook, one

of the bright, able Horticultural Com-
missioners of San Diego county, sends
me olives with the common scale

nerii, on the fruit, says tbe
editor of the California Cultivator.
This is the first time I have known of
this scale on tbe fruit of tbe olive.
On some of the olives sent by Mr.
Austin there are twelve soales on a
single fruit. In T. D. A. OookreU's
Food Plants of Scale Insects (Proceed-
ings United States National Museum,
vol. 19, pp. 725-78- 1897) only five
species of Asipidiotus are given as
working on olives, and only one of
these, A. rapax is common in Califor-
nia. Thia finding A. nerii on the
olive, and especially the finding of it
on the fruit, is Very interesting. One
more thing impresses me as of special
interest. These iuseots are exception-
ally large. We often bear that the
olive is a very nutritious fruit. Does
this exceeding size of one of our com-
mon scale insects, wbioh has taken to
feeding on the bitter pulp of tbe olive,
sustain this view of the great amount
of sustenance in the fruit of the olive ?

It is to be hoped that scale ineeots gen-
erally will not discover the value of
the olive for food. It is fortunate that
this scale is A. nerii, lor the scale does
not thrive here, as Chalcid parasites
devour the soales in great numbers.
i nna in the Bcales on the olives sent
by Mr. Austin tbe small hole whiah
shows them to be victims to the Chal- -

oid. Mr. Austin also sends olive
leaves with many young black scale
insects dead. He asks why they have
died, rroui tbe hasty examination I
am able to make, I cannot answer bis
queitiou. I will examine more care-
fully as I find time, and if I discover
any new facts, I will report,

Tha Value of Huuiu.
The Minnesota experiment station

in a valuable bulletin, reoently issued,
defines bum us as organic matter in the
soil in varying stages of decay. Humus
is praised as fixing nitrogen, tbe most
valuable of all fertilizing elements, as
absorbing water aud thus conserving
the soil moisture, as rendering potash
and pboshorio aoid soluble and thus
available. Thus stable manure has
value aside from its elements of soil
fertility. Their bulk is humus, which
is almost wanting in oommeroial fer
tilizers. 'I be same bulletin raises
green manuring with legumes for like
reason. Ihoy secure nitrogen from
tbe air, and make it available, and
send their long roots away dowu into
the soil to bring op potash and phos
phorio acid. The following, wbioh we
copy direct from the station, may well
influence California fruit growers:

Investigation at the Minnesota sta-
tion proves tbe following interesting
and valuable facts relating to humus:
Farm manure, greeu clover, blood,
nsn, tankage, cottonseed, etc, produce
numus nob in nitrogen, while outs,
straw, sawdust and carbohydrates form
humus poor in nitrogen, but rich in
carbon, and tbe nitrogenous humu
more readily unites with the potash
and pborphorio aoid ot the soil to form
hu mates than does oarbonaoeous
humus. The humus of virgin soil i
muoh rioher in nitrogen and humates
than the humus of soils that have been
oropped for a number ot year.

By the opinion of the United States
Circuit Court at Chioago the Illinois
Trust and Savings Bank most turn over
to the First National Bunk of Omaha
780 shares of Omaha Union Stock Yards
Company stock held a collateral to
secure tbe payment of two note
against John A. MoShane of Omaha.

Many veteran of tbe war in Indian-
apolis, Ind., are signing petition to
Congress asking that every man and
woman ou the rolls be paid in the
amount he would receive if he con-
tinued to draw a pension at the present
rating for twenty years.

Loui Ley, clothier of Cleveland.
Ohio, has assigned. Assets. $16,000;
liabiliites, $30,000.

T. J- - OSBOI.
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ImporUot Information Gathered
Around the Coast.

ITEMS OF GENERAL INTEREST.

SBMMry af Lata KvmU Taa Arm

IMwi ta Salt aar Kar

Tbs Valley nmi is erecting waiting
stations at A'.U and Lovell, on the
Fieeno and Visalia branch road.

Cbaunoey M. St. John, formerly of

Oakland, will be given an appoint-
ment in the Ban Franoiioo onitom
bouse.

Tbe Standard Oil Company'! ware-

house, at Han Jose, ha been burned
and 600.000 gallon! of oil were oon-ame-

The loss will be $20,000.
Fire baa destroyed fonr frame build-

ing! in the boalueas oenter of Pendle-
ton, Oregon. Tbe loea waa $14,000,
and tbe insurance amounted to $000.

Gambling, which had been
in Whitman county, Wash.,

for nearly a year, haa been resumed,
and a number of garnet are running
in Colfax.

The body of W. Webber, Keswick
boiler-make- r, baa been found at Red
ding in the Sacramento Hirer at the
foot of East street. Hia neck waa
broken. A murder theory ia advanced
by some.

John Mclntyre, a laborer HO yean
old, oouimitted suicide at Han J one by
taking strychnine. He bad only 5
cents in money and feared that he
would soon be in need of food and
shelter.

Rich plaoer diggings have been lo
oated six milea from Dyea, Alaska,
and but few milei from tbe coast
These were toon completely covered
by the olaims of miners stranded at
that place.

Supervisor Bugg of Madera county
ia charged with being intoxicated
while sitting as a member of the
Board, and obarges have been brought
against him with a view of removing
him from office.

J. W. Perkins of MoPherson has
shipped seventy-fir- e pounds of Japan-
ese morning glory seed to the Kant.
The growing of flower And vegetable
seeds is one of the coming industries
in this section.

The robber who was killed at Kes
wick railroad station haa been ideu
tided. He was J. C. Sharp, who had
woraea fourteen shirts lor the copper
company in November, quitting his
job on the 26th of that month.

The City Council of Santa Rosa has
instructed Mayor Jesse to name 100
oitizens, who shall seleot fifteen free
holders, to be voted for at the next
general election and who, if elected,
shall formulate new charter for the
city.

The delayed explosion of a blast in
the Alabama mine at Jamestown re-

sulted in the death of J. L. Simms,
who came to this county less than a
month ago from Southern California.
He was 28 years old, unmarried, and
had parents residing at Stafford, Kan.

The steamer China, wbioh has
arrived at San Francisco, from the
Orient .brought $250,000 worth ct
opium. This is the first importation
sinoe June 1st, when there was

worth of tbe drug in the ware-
house.

The San Jose Power Company baa
taken the first steps in oonstraoting a
large electrio plant, similar to that at
Folsotn for the dissemination of power
in San Jose and vioinity. It is olaimed
that the oost of the proposed plant will
be 1800,000.

Tbe Union-stre- Railway Company
at Santa Rosa bas b ought the MoDon-ald-etre-

Railway Company's line,
cars, horses and all. Tbe considera-
tion is not known. This deal puts all
the street railways in the oity under
the same management.

Eugenio Marraa Swiss dairyman was
found dead in Anoyo Grande oreek at
San Luis Obispo. He had been miss-
ing for several days. He is supposed
to have been thrown from bis horse
over tbe embankment into the oreek
and broken his neok.

Easterdy's winery, located about
eight mile southwest of San Jose, has
been totally destroyed by fire. The
origin of the fire is unknown, iioss,
113.000. with (10,000 insurance.
This ia the third winery burned in the
county in the last few weeks.

lhe Bendel-Nelso- n Company has
orgauiied at San Francisco for the
purpose of packing, drying and pre
serving fruit, incorporated with i
capital stock of 1100,000. The direo
tors are J. W. Nelson, H. Bendel Jr.,w. i. mckok, John C. Nobmaun aud
Jospeb A. Stulz.

Word has reaohed Kinsman. Arise..
of an accident at El Dorado Canyon, a
mining distriot, sixty milea north of
that city, which resulted in tbe in
scant aeath of Lafayette Stinnett. He
fell from bis wagon and bis head was
crushed by the wheels. He was
well-know- n pioneer of Arizona.

lhe Paoiflo Mail steamship China.
wuiuu arriTsu in can franoisoo re-

cently, made tbe fastest trip aoroas
tne raoino that is yet on reoord. She
arrived fourteen days, twelve hours,
eighteen minutes out from Yokohama.
Her run rroai Honolulu was made in
five days, aeven hours, forty one tnin
utet.

Property to the amount of 12000 haa
baen destroyed by fire at Santa Bar
uara. The greatest loss falls on Silas
Jones, who conducts a candy store on
npper State street. His loss it $800,
covered by insurance in the Royal of
Liverpool. Other losses fall on tbe
cocupanta of the same block and
amount to $1200.

The United States Attorney-Gener-

has directed that a bill in equity
be filed against the Coal Dealers' As-
sociation of California, for violation
of the anti-trus- t law Of 1890. This

K Komintlc Combat Betarrea Iiver
Many Yarda Under Water.

Sonw ago, iioii tli- - coast of
Fran- - there ocvurmi one of thou ro-

mantic- episode that sem to belong to
the realm of nYtion. A ve-- l had
foundreded within sight of port gont
Ara with all her cargo.

Two diver were sent to report the .

cause of the disaster and the prop-r- t

of raising tbe goods.
Oue of tb-s- e the insur-

ance brokers, who bad instituted tbe

Investigation, and tiie other tbe cap-
tain and owners of the vessel.

The broken' man touched Ixrttom
first, and found himself on a bed ol
whir sand. He was fortunate enough
alinoat Immediately to dis-ove- r the
wreck, and at ouce climln--d the crags
upon which the vessel rented. Investi-

gation showed him that there had been
foul play, for an auger hole was plain-

ly visible In the hull of the ship.
He had turned to point out his dis-

covery to the other diver, who waa
now by hia side, when he felt himself
suddenly clutched by the waist aud
dragged down upon the sand.

Here his assailant murderously at-

tempted to break the glass of his hel-

met, but the assailed man fought des-

perately for his life.
He firmly believed himself to be In

the clutch of a madman, and for a few
in in imps the water was thick with sand
that Hew up round the combatants. In
the end the first direr waa worsted, and
his assailant forced him to lose his
hold upon bis line.

"

Death seamed imminent, but the
(liver's wits did not forsake hlui. Find-

ing that he was no match for his ad-

versary, be fell buck, apparently swoon-
ed, and in this condition the other man
prepared to leave hi m. cut off from
coiiiinunicatjou with the upper world.

He jcave the signal to be drawn up,
but as he Iwgau to ascend the appar-
ently swooned man sprang to his feet
ami clutched the rising man's legs
with a firm grip, aud the two were
hauled to the surface together.

Then. Indeed, the ready-witte- d diver
fainted In earnest, and before he

consciousness his enemy had
escaped to land, and when captured
was attempting to leave the country.

At the trial he explained the reason
of his conduct. It was the old story of
greed leading to unlawful deeds, and
of the resulting danger Inciting to
fresh crime an over-insure- d cargo, a
scuttled ship, and then a frantic effort
on the part of the ship owners to avoid
disgrace and punishment by offering
to the diver a share of the profits ou
condition that the discovery, sure to be
made by his rival, should never be
heard of above the surface.

A Servant's Dilemma.
What critics call the "motive" of the

followluu story is pretty old, but the
story Itself Is new aud moderately
n musing, not to say Instructive. We
Iwirrow It from the Cleveland Plain
Dealer, which says It Is told of "a cer-
tain Cleveland family of high social
aspirations."

Some time hist summer they let it be
generally understood that they were
going to the seaside. At tha last mo-
ment something prevented them from
going ou the day fixed upon, but they
had advertised their departure so thor-
oughly that they concluded they must
make It aiqiear that they were actually
gone. They dinuiissed their help, all
save a Swedish girl, sent away the
horses, lulled and barred the front
of the house, and of course pulled
down nil the shades.

Then they retired to the rear apart-- ,
ments until such time aa they could
start after dark, of course ou tbeJr
Journey.

Twenty-fou- r hours passed, and they
were still there. Of course they imag-
ined that the appearance of the house
would waru away callers, but, strange
to say, they had one. She was a lady
of somewhat absent-minde- d ways, aud
rang the 1h11 so long that at laot the
girl, carefully coached, was sent to the
door.

"Is Mrs. Blank at home?" Inquired
the caller.

"Mrs. Hlauk tokl me to say she was
by seaside," said the honest girl.

"Oh, gone away?" said the visitor.
"No. not goue away yoost by sea.

side."
"Well, she had to go away to get to

the seaside, didn't she?"
The girl looked puzzled.
"I dou't kuow. 1 go ask."
She was gone some little time, and

when she came back her face wa veryred.
"It's all right," said she. "She wa

here by seaside yet."
"But 1 dou't umlers,tand."
"Veil, If you don't understand, I lose

my yob.''
"Oh. tlieu I gUg i Uo understand,"said the friend of the family, and h

went down the steps.

Blind People and the Bicycle.
"Not many persons, I fancy, are

aware that blind people are able to
cycle." mild a Ixjndou bicycle manufac-
turer. "I kuow of several blind per-
sons, however, who, since the craze set
it. have taken lessons aud learned to
ride eurprUlugly well, too. But tt's
less astonishing thau you think, re-
membering how acute the other senses
of the blind become, aud that many

cyclists can ride blindfolded for
short distances. We have built seven
machines for blind customers this year
constructing them specially low, for
easier uiouatlug. I know a blind gen-
tleman who travels for a provincial
cycle firm, aud rides a tandem. He la
accompanied by a friend who can see,
but quite ofteu lie riden on tbe front
seat and steers himself by his friend's
iustructiona. Another blind gentle-
man, a customer of mine, thinks noth-
ing of a thirty miles' run."

Method In Hie Madness.
"Why do you always keep praising

Harper's performances on tbe violin
and eucouraglng him to keep on? I
should thliik his continual squeakingwould drive you mad." "Hush! Don't
let him hear. He bas for a long time
thought that he could really do better
ou the cornet, and I'm trying to keephim down to the lesser of two evila."
Cleveland leader.

Cat Brings Up Pups.
A cat lu a Chicago dog hospital has

brought up a family of five puppies.

It bas come to pass that a. man who
can't talk.whlet must tsUte hia pla
thing and go home. ,

Helpful 5uf;2'estlon For the
Agriculturists.

HINTS THAT ARE INTERESTING.

a .a li a ASrlea far tha Barallrta A

Prave BaaaSelal.

Taa Ciermaa Kobliuelaa.
One of the district Commissioners

of the Oregon State Board of Horticul
tare is enssaed in collecting fund to
be expended for tbe importation of tbe
koblmeise, a bird which in (iermany
is known a the enemy of tbe codlin
motb. This insect is tbe greatest
blndranoe to tbe auooessful cultivation
of the apple in the warm valleys of
this State, benoe it is that a fzuit
which is at all times popular and ordi-

narily profitable is neglected in Cali-

fornia, except in tbe coast conn tie or
at some altitude in the Sierra where
it is either too damp or too oold for the
oodlin moth to exist. In this valley,
for example, although tbe soil ia ad-

mirably adapted fur the growing of
apples, they are not grown on a 1 irge
scale because of tbe time and expense
required in fighting the motb, the
orcnardists finding it more profitable
to give their attention to other varie-

ties of fruit. If, however, the Ger-
man bird does all that is claimed for
it, its introduction would result in a
large increase In the acreage devoted
to apple trees.

The State Board of Hoitioulture of
Oregon having determined to experi-
ment with these birds, by another year
potsibly it will be known whether they
are as destructive of the oodlin moth
as reported. In speaking oi this sub-

ject, which should interest the fruit-
growers of California fully as much as
it doe those of Oregon, the Oregon
Agriculturist remarks that C. F.
Pfluger, a well-know- n authority on
birds, says that the koblmeise is one
ol the most strictly insectivorous birds
known. It is extremely prolific.
There are from two to three broods a

year and from ten to twelve birds in a
brood. It ia not a migratory bird, but
remains in the same locality winter
and summer. It is ab jut the same
size as tbe chiokadee and is extremely
active. There is another closely allied
bird named blaumeise, which is almost
equally valuable as an insect destroyer.
While tbe primary object in import-
ing the kohlraeise is to destroy the
larvif of the oodlin moth, the Agricul
turist believes that it will prove of
great value also in destroying other

as it is said to vary its food in
Germany by feeding on certain scale
insects. The subject is certainly
worthy of the attention of the fruit-
growers of California.

Kruliruliif of tha Olive.
There has been muoh complaint

regarding the bearing of olives in sev-

eral place in California, says Prof. A.
J. Cook. In some oases large orchards
of mature trees have been nearly or
entirely barren for years in succession.
There are beyond doubt three reasons
for this lack of fruitfuluess; insect
attack, lack of pruning and the plant-
ing of only one variety in a place.
Owing to the farmers' institutes better
methods are being practiced in all
line of fruit oulture, and the olive
comes in for its share in the general
improvement. I have seen more effec-
tive work fighting scale, not only on
the olive but on all orchard tiees in-

fested, the last autumn, than was done
for all the three previous years put to-

gether. This will tell, and we shall
see the effects in more and better
olives. The same may be said of prun-
ing. The olive orchards are being
pruned as never before in Southern
California. Tbe Fithian olive orchard
at Carpenturia has been very produc-
tive the past few year. The manager
prunes very thoroughly and attributes
much of his success to this fact. He
is an expert pomologist and his opinion
should not be lightly considered.

The mixing of varieties, as I have
conclusively demonstrated by actual
experiments, and as the experiences of
grower corroborates, is of exceeding
importance. It neglected in the past
this csnnot be at ouoe corrected, but I
am sure the mistake will not be made
in future planting. It is no.v well
and generally known that in planting
all fruit trees it is wise to mix varie-
ties, tor unless cross pollinated full
crops will rarely be secured. Of
oourse, the navel aud other seedless
varieties are exceptions. Without
doubt California is well adapted to
the olive, aud very soon we may ex-pe-

good crops. It is also oertaiu
that as soon as the excellence of Cali-
fornia pickled olives is generally
known tbe market for the pickles will
be satisfactory.

Deciduous Pruning.
While pruning ia simplo enough,

one should have some practical experi
ence under tbe guidauoe ot one qual-
ified to instruct, before attempting to
prune his own orchard, or, in fact, to
direct others, says J. H. Ramsay of
Woodside.

Another thing one should bear in
mind, ia that because a man is a pro- -

ressionai gardener, it is no argument
in favor of hi knowledge a a piuneror fruit trees. He may round it off,
giving a symmetrical appearance, sim-
ilar to a cypress hedge, but there are
other point to be considered in binn-
ing a fruit tree. I have seen some fine
oroharda rained in this manner. Per-
sonally I would as soon take a mao
who had never pruned, if blessed with
ordinary intelligence, for in two or
three days I oould make him under-
stand what is wanted, and suoh a man
will barely cut too severely on a tree;
they usually have to be sent hack to
take more wood out.

A to the time ot pruning, I would
advise beginning a early a possible
after the trees have shed their leaves
in tbe fall, a it is an advantage to
bave this work, as well as the burning
of brush advanoed before ploughing
begins, for tbe two operations oonfliot,
and if weeds get start in spring, as
they should in all orchards (they being
valuable as fertilizers), it would be
more expensive gathering brush. At
all events, it should be finished before
the sap begin to flow, the tree thns
being (pared the ahock of bleeding.

Tbe time for marketing poor fruit

Condensed Telegraphic Reports of

Late Events.

BRIEF SPARKS FROS THE WIRES.

Bad gat af Hews Par Kaar Dlgeatiaa-A- ll
Parts af tha Veaatry Kepraaeatad

lataraatlaa Itaars.

Mason & Cobb, snoe manufacturer
of Auburn, Maine, bave assigned
Liabilities. $60,000; asset. $75,000.

Wages of empioyea on the Union
Pacifio railroad have been reduoed, the
reduction amounting to about 30 per
cent of their former wages.

Preparations are being made to start
the tube mills of the Oil Well Supply
Company at Pittsburg, Pa., Fifteen
hundred men will be employed.

Tbe wholesale grocery boose of
Noyes, Hubbard & Co., at Charleston,
W. Ya. , bas been destroyed by fire.
Loss, $125,000, with an insurance of
$70,000.

It bas developed that the big ooal- -

selling combination of the anthracite
railroads is only part of a vast project
for the conrol of the entire ooal indus-

try in tbe East.
Marcus Nassauer, a young man liv

ing in Clayton, a suburb ot St. Louis,
shot his sweetheart. Miss Katie Dosen-bac-

daughter of an and
then blew out bis own brain.

The towboat Hotspur went over tbe
dam at lock No. 4 on tbe Monongahela
river, at Pittsburg, Pa., and was com-

pletely wrecked. The crew of eleven
men were rescued with difficulty.

Three desperate men wbo plotted to
kidnap Dr. D. T. Potter, a wealthy
citizen and of Memphis,
Tenn. , in order to foroe bim to sign a
check for $15,000, are under arrest.

Will and John Livingston, brothers,
of Blue Creek mines, Alabama, quar-
reled ovira trivial matter while drink-
ing and the former shot tbe latter to
death. Tbe murderer ia 18 year old.

Two prisoners, Frank Barbain and
Harry MoCallum, colored, attempted
suicide at about the same time in the
penitentiary at Cadwell, N. J.

is dead. Barbain will recover.

James W. Allen of the taking firm
of Winslow & Allen, Woreester.Mass.,
died recently in that city of pneu-
monia, aged 37 years. He wo United
States Consul at Zanibar from 1892 to
1895.

Tbe Missouri Electrio Light and
Power Company and tbe Edison Eleo-trio-

Company have consolidated at
St. Louis, Mo. The new concern will,
it is stated, issue $4,000,000 of gold-bearin- g

bonds.

Harry English, a prisoner in the jailat Ysieta, Tex., was burned to death
at that plaoe. tie attempted to burn
bis way out of jbii, ana tne wooden
structure was burned before be oould
be rescued.

The business house in the oenter ot
St Louis, Mo., were shaken to their
foundations by an explosion of dynam-
ite used in trying to raise the sunken
towboat Dolphin, which went down
during the tornado.

The Queen mine has closed down at
Negaunee, Mich., indefinitely, throw-
ing 250 men out of employment In
case the company can induoe owners
to reduoe the royalties, operations will
probably be resumed.

James Noble, who was private secre-
tary to United States Senator Thomas
Corwin, died reoently in Cincinnati,
Ohio, of old age. For the last thirty
year he had been the confidential
bookkeeper of the Longworth estate in
this oity.

While skating at Rifton, New York,
on Wallkill oreek, New York, Mr. V.
Vanberger, aged 23 years, broke
through the ioe. Edward MoMichael
went to her rescue, crawling along
the ice, but tbe ice broke under him
and he was recipitated into tbe water.
Both were drowned.

Graoe and Annie Mason, whose pa-
rents live near Franklin, Pa., were left
alone in their home during the even-
ing. Tbe former fell into the giatenre and ber clothing ignited. She was
ourned to death. In triyng to save
the life ot her sister, Annie was also
badly burned, aid it ia believed she
sannot recover.

A. C. Allison of Sunburv. Pa., nnn.
vioted last Maroh of fraudulent use ot
tne mans and sentenced to serve eigh-
teen months in the eastern peniten-
tiary, hei been pardoned by President
MoKinley as a Christmas gift It is
feared that the pardon came too late, as
Allison is lying in the hospital of the
penitentiary cirtically ill from

Tbe g differences be-
tween O'Brien & Clark and Brown,
Howard & Co., contractors for the new
Croton aqueduct, in New York, over
money olaimed for extra work on the
aqueduct, have been settled by tbe
Corporation Council, tbe contractor
accepting a voluntary judgment of
$700,000 from the city, in return for
whioh they agree to relinquish alt
claims, whioh in the aggregateamounted to $10,000,000.

Judge Jones of Stockton has denied
the motion for a new trial in tbe suit
of Harry Vizleioh against the Southern
Paoiflo Company. Vizelioh was givena verdiot for $15,000 for the loss of a
leg while engaged in helping on a
train at the depot. The defendant d

that Vizetich was employed by
any one authorized to employ help on
the road. Judge Paterson ot San
Franoisoo won the tr.:dict six mouths
ago.

Eighty per cent ot the edge tool
manufacturer in the United State
have consolidated their interests, and
have agreed for the erection ot a new
plant near Chartrui, about forty miles
south of Pittsburg, P. The oonoern
will be known aa tbe American Ax and
Tool Company, and will have a capitalstock of $2,000,000. It will employover 8000 skilled workmen.

Hatton Perry, a negro, was hangedat Washington, Beanfort county,North Carolina, for assaulting Annie
Smith, a white girl. Four thousand
people saw tbe execution.


